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The Du TY of PREACHERS explained 
and ſtated ; and prov'd to conſiſt m their 
endeavouring, as much as poſſible, by 
Perſuaſion and Inſtruction, to promote! 
the Practice of Univerſal Charity, upon ö 
the great Principles of a Pure Heart, and - 
of a Good Conſtience, and of Faith 

unfeigned. 
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Lord CARTERET, 


One of His MaJesTr 's Principal 
Secretaries of State. 


My Lon, 


FER SHE eaſy Acceſs that | 

| even on flight Oc- {i 

5| ral J have had i 

| to Your Lon DbsnIir, 1 

makes me hope I ji 

ſhall meet with no Difficulty in [i 
being admitted to preſent You ll 
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To the Right Honourable the 
Lord CARTERET, 


One of His MajesrTry's Principal 
Secretaries of State. 


Mr Loxoyp, 


E caſy Acceſs that 
[Shaun $/} g: 

eeen on flight Oc- 
| BJ caſions I have had 
to Your LorDsnie, 
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ſhall meet with no Difficulty in 
to preſent You 
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rods ound 


iv Deadication. 
with a SERMON, that was 
preach'd before a Venerable and 
Learned Body, of which Your 
LoRDSEHIT was once an Orna- 


ment, and will always be the Glory. 


Whatever Objections an Uni- 
verſity Education may be liable to, 
yet it can't but be confeſs'd, as 
often as the Lord Carteret 1s men- 
tion'd, that the Gentleman as well 
as the Scholar may be perfectly 
finiſh'd by ſuch an Education. 


On this Account every Mem- 
ber of the Univerſity of Oxford 1s 
in no ſmall Degree obligd to 
Your LorDsHnie. 


But there are private Obliga 
tions which I am under to You 
and which far exceed any Re 
turns 


Dedication. wv 
turns of Gratitude that 1 can 
poſſibly make. 


To Your LoRDSHIT it's 
owing, - that my Expectations of 
receiving ſome Reward from the 
Government, for my faithful and 
zealous Endeavours to do it Ser- 
vice, did not expire with the 
Life of Your Predeceſſor, on 


whom thoſe Expectations chiefly 
depended. 


The Favour, and even Friend- 
ſhip, of that Great and Honour- 
able Perſon I have in ſeveral In- 
ſtances experienc d. 


But I might ſeem injurious 
to the uncommon Goodneſs, and 
Generofity of his Succeſſor, if 


my Grief for the Death of Mr. 
Secretary 


vi Dedication. 


Secretary Crag 95 aroſe from the Senſe 
of any other Loſs than what the 
Publick feels. 


Nothing could ever make a more 
laſting Impreſſion on a grateful 
Mind, than the kind, and ready 
and unaffected Manner in which 
Your LoxD$H1P was pkas'd to 
intereſt Your ſelf in my Affairs, 
and to endeavour to remove thoſe 
Difficulties which have long de- 
barr'd me of an intended Mark of 


Hs ner s Favour. 


The: Pitronage of Your Lo R p- 
SHIP on this Occaſion, is an Ho- 
nour that it's no leſs my Ambition 
to deſerve, than *tis my Duty to 
acknowledge it with the ſincereſt 
Thankfulneſs. 


It 


Dedication. vii 

If in preſuming thus publickly to 
diſcharge my Duty, 1 am ſo happy 
as not to diſpleaſe Your Lo R SD- 
SHIP; the utmoſt that I can far- 
ther wiſh for, 1s, that You would 
add me to the Number of thoſe 
Perſons, whoſe entire Obedience 
You may at all Times command ; 
and that You would believe me to 
be, with the greateſt Zeal and Re- 
ſpect, 


Dur Lo RDSRHIP'S 
moſt Obliged, and 
moſt Devoted, 
Humble Servant, 


Richard Meadowcourt. 
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; 1. Tim 
Now the End of the Com- 
= mandment is Charit % out 
/a pure Heart, and of a 
good Conſcience, and of 
Faith unfeigned. 


N this Epiſtle we 
have a Deſcription of 
a Set of falſe J eachers, 
who endeavour'd to 
corrupt and burthen 
Chriſtianity, with ma- 
ny falſe Doctrines and 


IMoſaical Law, which they labour d to 
B ſuper- 


(2) 


ſuperadd to the Goſpel Precepts. Not 
that theſe Seducers were skilful in the 
Law, tho' they affected to be thus zeal- 
ous concerning it : Nor does it appear, 
that they believed the Goſpel, tho' they 
had ſer themſelves up to be Expounders 
and Preachers of it. Their Zeal we 


are ſure was without Knowledge, as 
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their Faith we may ſuſpe& was void Wi 
of Sincerity. For St. Paul informs us, 
in the 7th Verſe of this firſt Chapter, 
that notwithſtanding they deſired to be 
Teachers of the Law; they under ſtood vei-W 
ther what they ſaid, nor whereof they aſfirm- 
ed. And from the Character which 
the Apoſtle gives of them in other Parts 
of this Epiſtle ; we find that the Deſign 
of theſe perfidious Teachers, was not to in- 


ſtruct but to amuſe and impoſe upon 
their deluded Hearers: That their Study 
and Concern was not to make Men wiſer, 
but more ignorant ; not to increaſe their 
Faith, but their Credulity ; and there- 
by to reduce them under an abſolute Sub- 
jection, not to the Lawgof Chriſt, but 
to the arbitrary DiQates of their ſpiri- 
tual Directors. 


Suitable with the wicked End which 
theſe Deceivers had in View, were the 


Means they made uſe of to promote and 
acF- 


A eee. 


| (3) 


accompliſh it ; inſtead of explaining and 
giving Light to the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, their Buſineſs was only to in- 
volve and conceal them in the Dark- 
neſs of Error, and Ignorance, and Super- 
ſtition. Their own idle Conceits, and 
fruitleſs Speculations, were taught and 
inculcated, inſtead of evident and uſe- 
ful Truths: And inſtead of the ſacred 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity, palpable For- 
geries, and abſurd Fictions, were main- 
3 and impoſed as neceſſary to be be- 
ie ved. 


For by theſe Men, it ſeems, an impli- 
cite Obedience, and not a rational Con- 


weak and credulous Believer was in 
their eſteem the moſt Orthodox. 


In defending as well as propagating 
theſe Corruptions, no Pains or Artifices 
were left uncried by the Authors of them. 
Arm'd and aſſiſted by abſtruſe Terms, 
and ambiguous Expreſſions, they were 
not afraid to enter the Liſts of Contro- 
verſy, and oppoſe the feeble Efforts of 
Falſhood, againſt the irreſiſtible Force 


LARE S239.” 2 


Weakneſs of their Arguments might in 
= {ſome Meaſure be ſtrengthen'd by Au- 
B 2 thority, 


viction, was required » and the moſt. 


of Reaſon and Truth. And that the 


1 


thority, great Induſtry was uſed by heſe 
Decetvers, to magnify and extol their 
own perſonal Dignity. An inſolent Su- 
periority was aſſumed by them over 
the reſt of their Fellow-Chriſtians. He- 
reditary Powers and Privileges were pre- 
tended tO; and the utmoſt Streſs was 
laid on their being able to deduce their 
Pedigree and Deſcent from the Patriarchs 
in one entire and unbroken Series of Succeſ- 


ſion. 


Would we enquire into the Principles 
and Motives, by which theſe falſe Paſ- 
tors were influenced and governed; we 
ſhall diſcover them to have been, what 
are the uſual Seources of all religious 
Corruptions, Ambition and Avarice. To 
be rich and powerful here on Earth, 
was the Point in which their Wiſhes 
and Endeavours centred: And it was 
this World only which they aſpired 
at, tho' they pretended to be looking 
and travelling towards another. They 
would rather have renounced, than have 
profeſſed a Religion, which brought 
with it no temporal Honour or Profit to 
its Profeſſors: Nor would they ever 
have put on the Form of Godlineſs, 
but on an impious Suppoſition that God- 
lineſs was nothing but Gain. 

8 AGAINST 


9 
AGAINST the fatal Attempts of 
ſuch corrupt and worldly minded Men, it 
well became the Zeal of Sr. Paul, to 
apply a geaſonable and effectual Re- 
medy. For this Purpoſe, he writes to 
Timothy, and reminds him, that the Rea- 
ſon for which he was 1ntreated not to 
leave Epheſus was, that he might en- 
deavour to puta Stop to the Errors, and 
evil Practices, which prevailed there, 
by enjoining the Authors of them, to 
deſiſt from teaching their novel and 
antichriſtian Tenets; and to confine 
themſelves to that Rule of Preaching, 
which they had received from the A- 
poſtle Himſelf: Which is thus ex- 
preſſed in the 34 and 4th Verſes of this 
firſt Chapter. As I beſought thee to 
abide ſtill at Epheſus, when I went into 
Macedonia, that thou mighteſt charge 
ſome, that they teach no other Doctrine. 


Neither give Heed to Fables, and end- 
leſs Genealogtes, which miniſter Queſtions 
rather than goaly Edifying, which is in 
Faith; ſo do. 


What that Rule of Preaching is which 
the Apoſtle preſcribes, and which, if 
ſtrictly conformed to, would prevent 
ail unedifying, and falſe Doctrines, we 


may 
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may learn, from what my Text informs 
us is the End of Preaching, in the next 
Verſe, Now the End of the Command- 
ment, or which is more agreeable to 
the Original, of PREACHING, #s 
Charity out of a pure Heart, and of a 
good Conſcience, and of Faith unfeigned, 


i. e. The End and Deſign for which 
an Order of Men is appointed and en- 
joined to teach and inſtruct the Chriſti- 
an People by Preaching, is to promote 
the Practice of univerſal Charity, or of 
that Good-will and Beneficence to all 
Men, which is the neceſſary Reſult and 
Conſequence of 4 pure Heart, and of 4 
good Conſcience, and of Faith unfeignea. 


HAVING fully conſidered the 
Words of my Text, as a Direction to Ti- 
mot hy, and repreſented the Occaſion on 
which they were written; I ſhall now 
proceed to enlarge on them, as recorded 
for our own Admonition and loſtructi- 
on; and therefore I ſhall, in my follow- 
ing Diſcourſe, 


I. Treat of Charity, which the A- 
poſtle ſets before us as the End of 
Preaching : And, 

II. I ſhall treat of Preaching, as the 

Means 


47 


Means preſcribed for the Attainment 
this End. | 


T. In the firſt Part, in which I am 
to treat of Charity, I ſhall firſt explain 


the Terms contained in my Text; or 


define what is meant, 


1, By Charity; 2, By a pure Heart; 
3, By a good Conſcience; and, 4, By 
Faith unſeigned. | 


II. I ſhall conſider what Connexion 
there is between each of theſe Terms, 
and prove that Charity is the natural 
and neceſſary Reſult of 4 pure Heart, 
and of a good Conſcience, and of Faith an- 


feigned. 


UNDER my firſt Head I am to 
explain the Terms of which my Text 
conſiſts: and am to begin with Chari- 
ty; which I conceive does in this Place 
ſignify the Exerciſe of all ſocial Vir- 
tues, or the Performance of thoſe ſeve- 
ral Duties, whoſe Obligation ariſes from 
that Relation which rational Creatures, 
combined into Society, bear to one an- 
other. Agreeable to this Notion of 
Charity is St. Paul's large Deſcription 
of it in the 13th Chap. of his firſt Ep. to 

the 
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the Corinthians: as are alſo thoſe Pre- 
cepts of our Lord himſelf, by which he 
commands us to love our Neighbour as 
our ſelves; To mete to others the ſame 
Meaſure we would have meaſured to us 4+ 
4p: and to do unto all Men whatſoever 
we would they ſhould do anto us. i. e. To 
treat no Man worſe than we are will- 
ing he ſhould treat us; and to do no- 
thing but what we our ſelves would 
be content to ſuffer. To communicate 
to others, whatſoever we may at any 
time ſtand in need of from them ; and 
to be as ready to ſupply the Waats, 
and procure the Proſperity, of our Fel- 
low-Creatures, as we are to have our 
own ſupplied and procured : And laſtly, 
not only to refrain from Injury, and to 
do Juſtice, but alſo to contribute, as far 
as we are capable, to the common Eaſe, 
2 Privilege, and Happineſs of Man- 
ind. 


Whatever thereſore is unjuſt or cruel], 


or inconſiſtent with the Intereſt of hu- 
man Society, is alſo uncharitable : 
Whatever is juſt or mercityl, kind, or 
compaſſionate, generous or bene ſicial to 
Society, may be called Charitable, and 
is included in the Notion of that Virtue, 
which I undertook to explain. ; 


(9) 
1 am in the 24 Place to ſhew, what 
is meant by a pure Heart. 


2d. THE Heart of Man is general- 
ly reckoned the Seat of all thoſe various 
Affections and Paſſions, which he per- 
ceives within Himſelf; and which, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, are only various Habits 
and Diſpoſitions of the Mind. In the 
Subjedction of theſe Affections and Paſſi- 
ons to the Underſtanding, conſiſts Puri- 
ty of Heart, as it's Oppoſite does in 
the Subjection of the Underſtanding to 
theſe Affections and Paſſions. So long 
then as our Mind maintains it's Free- 
dom and Government over the Paſſions; 
ſo long is the Purity of our Heart pre- 
ſerv'd ; But, if ever our unruly De- 
ſires prevail over our Reaſon, and can- 
not be regulated or controuled by it ; 
then are we deſtitute of a pure or a 
clean Heart, and want the firſt Prin- 
ciple, on which true Charity muſt be 
grounded and eſtabliſhed. 


The next to this is a good Conſci- 
ence; which I am 3aly to explain. 


BY Conſcience is meant that Power 
or Faculty of the Mind, by which we 
judge of the moral Goed or Evil of our 

| C Acti- 
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Actions. The Method by which we 
form this Judgment of our Adtons, is 
by refering them to ſome Law, or 
Rule, and by obſerving their Agree- 
ment or Diſagreement with it. If the 
Rule to which the Actions are refer'd 
is abſolutely right, and true, and the 
Actions are judg d to agree with it, ſuch 
Actions may be denominated good: and 
the Judgment of the Agreement of 
thoſe Actions to ſuch a Rule, is what 
is ſtrictly and properly ſignified by a 
good Conſcience But if the Rule to 
which our Actions are refer'd is only 
ſupposd to be right and true, thro? 
Miftake, or Ignorance, and is really 
and intrinſically wrong and falſe, the 
Actions which are judg'd to agree with 
it, are not then to be accounted good; 
nor is the Judgment of the Agreement 
of the Actions to ſuch a Rule to be 
called a good, but an erroneous and miſ- 
guided Conſcience. An erroneous Con- 
ſcience being thus diſtinguiſh'd from a 
good one, it's very evident that a good 
Conſcience muſt be entirely exempt and 
ſecure from Error; or muſt be the Judg- 
ment of the Agreement of our AQtions 
with a Rule which is perfectly right 
and true. Such a Rule as this is the 
Will of God, intimated to us by the 
; Light 
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Light of Reaſon, or proclaimed by the 
Voice of Revelation, And this Rule is 
the only true Standard of Good and 
Evil, Truth and Falſhood, Virtue and 
Vice, Right and Wrong. If there- 
fore our Actions are conſtantly refer'd 
to this Rule, our Conſcience will al- 
ways be a faithful Guide, and will ne- 
ver miſlead us. We may reſt aſſur'd 
that the Actions which are judg'd to 
agree with it, are good and acceptable 
in the Sight of God; and that the in- 
ward Peace and Complacency of Mind, 
which accompany ſuch a Judgment, do 
not proceed from the falſe Reports of 
miſguided Prejudices, but from the 
infallible Anſwer of a Conſcience, which 
is free from Error, and void of Of- 
ENCE. 


The Notion of a good Conſcience 
being thus explain'd; I am, in the laſt 
Place, to define what is meant by Faith 
unfeigned. 


T O believe, is to afſent to, or re- 
ceive a Thing as true. If any Thing 
is propos'd to our Aſſent as a Divine 
Truth, or as a Revelation from God; 
the Aſſent which we give to it is call d 
Faith, If this 2 is founded upon 
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a clear and rational Evidence, and re: 
ſalts from an impartial Judgment, and 
a ſincere Enquiry, it may then be call- 
ed a Faith unfeigned. The oppoſite 
to which Faith, is an Aſſent without 
Evidence, without Judgment, and with- 
out Enquiry ; which is a ſeigned, pre- 
tended, and infincere Faith. —— A Faith 
which is not only fruitleſs and unpro- 
fitable, but which may often prove to 
be extremely ſinful ; and to be much 
more hazardous than an honeſt and ſin- 
cere Disbelief. For he who disbelieves 
what, on a ſtrict Examination, he can't 
find to be true, makes the belt Uſe he 
can of his diſcerning Faculties, and with» 
holds his Aſſent as he ought to with- 
hold it: But he who aſſents to, or re- 
ceives as true, what he has never ex- 
amined or judged to be ſo, miſgoverns 
his Aſſent; acts a Part unworthy of a 
rational Creature; and expoſes himſelf 
to all the Errors and Deluſions of fools 
Bigots, and wicked Impoſtors, 


The former of theſe, if he is in the 
Wrong, is ſo by Neceſſity : The latter, 
if he is in the Right, is ſo by Chance. 


To be in the Right by Chance, can, 
I think, be no Virtue: To be in the 
Wrong 
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Wrong by Neceſſity can be no Crime, 
The One deſerves no Reward, the O. 
ther can incur no Puniſhmear. 


There being then no Merit in believ- 
ing, where there is no Conviction ; no 
Recompenſe of Truth, where there are 
no Endeavours to attain it ; it evident- 
ly appears how vain a Kind of Aſſent 
any other is, than what the Apoſtle 
calls in my Text, a Faith unfeigned — 
Which being now fully, and, I hope, 
clearly explained, I ſhall proceed to my 
ſecond General Head ; under which, I 
am | 


II. To conſider the Connexion be- 
tween the Terms in my Text, and to 
prove that Charity is the natural and 
neceſſary Conlequence of a pure Heart, 
and of 4 gooa Conſcience, and of a Faith 
unfeig ned. 


THE Connexion between Charity 
and a pure Heart, muſt appear mant- 
feſt, would we reflect, that nothing is 
ſo repugnant to the former, as whate- 
ver is diſagreeable, or oppolite to the 
latter. Tis the Corruptions of the 
Heart, its ſinſul Deſires, and unruly 
Paſſions, which are the Parents of Dit- 

cord, 


(14) 


cord, and Authors of Confuſion. Tis 
theſe which prevail with us to break in 
' [under the Bonds of Society; and to caſt 
away the Cords of Love and Benevolence 
from us. Where-ever theſe are enter- 
tained, there will Uncharitableneſs find 
a Place. Where. ever Hatred and Il|-will 
reſide, there will Injury and Violence be 
allo admitted. If immoderate Self. Love 
has got Poſſeſſion of our Heart, the 
Love of our Neighbour will be exclu- 
ded out of it, If Pride and Envy are 
uppermoſt in our Thoughts, Mercy 
and Compaſſion can never rule in our 
Actions. Let the Sparks of Anger be 
once kindled in our Breaſts, and all 
who are near us will be 1n Danger 
from its Flame. Or let the Spirit of 
Revenge but break looſe, and Miſ- 
chief and Ruin will be where-e're it 
comes. Give the Reins to Ambition, 
and I need not name the Event of it. 
The Experience of every Age will tell 
us, that the Fall of Empires, and Sub- 
verſion of States ; that Cities deſtroyed, 
and Countries depopulated ; that Ra- 
vages, Slaughters, Cruelties, and Deſo- 
lations, are the natural Offspring of un- 
limited Ambition. If with this Paſſion 
Avarice be joined, and an infatiable 
Thirſt of Riches becomes united with 

| 4 
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a boundleſs Love of Power —— ſee the 
Effects of it in the moſt miſerable 
Bondage which the Members of the 
Church of Rome are held in, to the 
groſſeſt Abſurdities, and moſt ſenſeleſs 
Superſtitions, by all the various Inſtru- 
ments of Terror, Penalty, and Tor- 
ture. | 


To ſurvey human Nature, under the 
Tyranny of its Paſſions, is a melancho- 
ly Scene, and filld with Horror. But 


view it as it ought to be, under the 


Government of Reaſon, and the Proſ- 
pect is lovely, and full of Delight. 


Let but Reaſon controul our rebel- 
lious Luſts, and our Actions ſhall alſo 


yield to the kind and eaſy Laws which 


Charity preſcribes. Let the inward 


Cauſes of Enmity and Diſcord be remo- 
ved, and their outward Effects ſhall 
ſoon be done away. Peace and Tran- 
quility ſhall be eſtabliſhed in oy 3 

eſs 


and Friendſhip and Love ſhall po 
every Breaſt, The general Scope of 
our Actions ſhall be univerſal Charity, 
which we ſhall never knowingly and 
_ deliberately violate, unleſs we ſhall un- 
fortunately happen to take up wrong 
Meaſures of Good and Evil, and want 
: what 
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what is the ſecond Principle of Chati- 
ty, a good Conſcience, 


2, FOR the Heart may be pure and 
undefiled by Paſſions, and yet the Acti- 
ons be ſtained with the fouleſt Uncha- 
ritableneſs. We may ixjure thoſe whom 
we cannot hate, and may av the greateſt 
Evil with a Deſire and Intention of 
doing the greateſt Good. Cruelties may 
be committed upon merciful Motives, 
and Inhumanit) be practiſed out of Pity 
to Mankind, Pain and Penalty may be 
made the Tokens of Affection: and 
Fetters and Impriſonm:nts be the Eviden- 
ces of Good-will. Maſſacres and Burnings 
have been often charitably deſigned, 
and kindly executed. To murder with- 
out Anger; to deſtroy without Revenge; 
to torture out of Compaſſion ; and to op- 
preſs and perſecute Men out of mere Ten- 
derneſs and Concern for their Welfare ; 
are Things not anheard of, nor incre- 
aible, 


But to what Cauſe ſhall Effects ſo 
ſtrange and unnatural be aſcribed ? 
To what Principles can Actions fo in- 
humane and ſhocking to right Reaſon 
be imputed; but to one of the worſt 


of Principles, an erroneous Conſcience ? 
| A 
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A Principle which is the Source of 
greater Evils to Mankind, than can be 
deſcribed or conceived; and is more 
deſtructive of Charity, and all ſocial 
Virtues, than the moſt irregular De- 
fires, and moſt lawleſs Paſſions. For 
the Deſires and Paſſions are often check- 
ed by Conſcience, and are ſeldom in- 
dulged to Exceſs, without Remorſe and 
Uneaſineſs: But the evil Actions which 
ſpring from an erroneous Conſcience, 
or from Men's judging of their Acti- 


ons by a wrong Rule, are done not 


only without Remorſe and Uneaſineſs, 
but with the utmoſt Complacency and 
Self- ſatisſaction. The Mind reflects and 
reviews them with Pleaſure, and pro- 
nounces them to be right, and juſt, 
and good. Thus even, the worſt Acti- 
ons may become our Duty, and we 
may lay our ſelves under the ſtricteſt 
Obligations to do evil. 


That human Society may be fatally 
affected by Mens referring their Acti- 
ons to a wrong Rule upon a falſe Per- 
ſuaſion of its being right, our common 
Obſervations and Acquaintance with 
Mankind will inform us. Let but the 


Romaniſt, who makes the Doctrines of 
D his 


(18) 


his Church the Rule of his Practice, 
be perſuaded that he does God Ser- 


vice, and merits Salvation, by deſtroy- 


ing and extirpating thoſe whom he is 
taught to call Hereticks, and I need not 
tell you what will be the Effects of his 
Deluſion ; only to beware of it, I can- 
not too often warn you. 


Let the Enthuſiaſt, who believes the 
Dreams and Fictions of Ipoſtors, to be 
divine Revelations; and tancies every 
Impulſe of his Paſſions, is the Voice of 
a Deity, and a Call from Heaven; let 
him, I ſay, but direct his Actions by 
the Rule of his falſe Perſuaſions, and 
what Havock will he make amongſt his 
Fellow · Creatures! What Diſorder and 
Calamity will he bring upon Society! 
No wonder that Wretches, thus mif- 
guided, do even exceed the very worſt 
of Men in Revenge and Cruelty ; and 
that they dare to avow the molt ſa- 
vage and impious Uncharitableneſs. No 
wonder that Majeſty it ſelf is not ſe- 
cure from the Outrages of Ent hu ſiaſts, 
and that the Breaſts of Rings are made 
the Marks of their conſecrated Daggers. 
But great Wonder is it, that we are 
not more ſtrongly guarded * jo 
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© fatal Attacks of ſuch dreadful Frenzy, 


when the Peace and Proſperity of whole 
States and Kingdoms are hazarded by 
the ſingle Blow of a Ruffian! But to 


return from this ſhort Digreſſion. 


Let but any Man be ſo far miſled 
by the falſe Tenets of a particular Tribe 
or Party, as to look on thoſe as his E- 
mies, who differ from him in Opinion, 
and his Behaviour will ſoon become 
injurious and intolerable. His Good- 
will and Affections will be leſſen d 
and confined, and his Charity and 
Beneficence will reach no farther than 
— narrow Tribe or Party ex- 
tends. 


But if the Conſcience was good, if 
the Will of God was made the Rule 
to which our Actions are referred, we 
could not but be convinced that it's to 
the ſinful Paſſions, and miſtaken Judg- 
ments of Men, that every Act of Un- 
charitableneſs owes its Birth; and that 
the Light of Reaſon directs, and the 
Word of God commands us to hate 
and injure no Man; but to love and 
to do Good to all. 


D 2 * 
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It is evident therefore, that with 
out a good Conſcience, we cannot 


have that Charity which 1s mentioned 
in my Text. 


Nor can we ever be ſaid to have a 
good Conſcience, unleſs we have alſo, 
what 1s another Principle of Charity, 
Faith unfeigned, 


FOR its to the want of ſuch a 
Faith, or to Mens admitting of Pro- 
politions to be divine Truths, which 
they have not examined and proved to 
be ſo, that the many Errors and Faults 
in their Judgment and Practice are to 
be imputed, 


But would they reſolve to let no 
Opinions or Periuaſions be the Rule of 
their Actions, till they had tried and 
judged of their Agreement with the 
Will of God, they might avoid all 
thoſe falſe Rules of Action, which are 
contrary to Faith and a good Con- 
ſcience. 


Would the Romazxiſt be prevaild on 
coolly and ſincerely to compare the 
Rule by which he now acts, with Ag 

ue 
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Rule of Reaſon and Revelation, by 
which he ought to act, and he could 


not but perceive them to be contra- 
dictory to each other; and that what 


he had ever done in compliance with 


the former, was directly oppoſite and 
diſagreeable to the latter. All the 
Merit of his boaſted Faith would va- 
niſh and diſappear ; and the Fruits of 
his once fancied good Works, would 
be only Grief, and Shame, and Re- 
pentance. The Charm of Error would 
be broke ; the Inchantmeat of implicit 
Faith would be diſſolved; and the 
Captive be ſet free from the Chains of 
Bigotry, Deluſion, and Superſtition. 
He would then clearly fee, that Wealth 
and Dominion are the Gods which the 
Prieſts of the Church of Rome adore ; 
That Ignorance is the Temple in which 
they worſhip ; That Force and Perſecu- 
tion is their Sanctuary: Fraud their Al- 
tar, and Reaſoa the Sacrifice, 


Or, Secondly, would the Euthuſiaſt 
be perſuaded to bring his pretended 


Revelations to the Teſt of Reaſon, 


he would ſoon be tonvinced, that Ab- 
ſurdity and Contradiction cannot be 
derived from the Fountain of . 

Om: 
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dom: And that a Call from the Paf. 
ſions to Revenge or Injury, is not the 
Voice of a Being, who delights in 


doing Good to his Creatures, and 
whoſe Mercy is over all his Works. 


Or, Thirdly, would Men of every 
Set and Party, meaſure their Princi- 
ples, and reform their Actions, by the 
unalterable Rule of the Divine Will, 
the Seeds of Diſcord and Uncha- 
ritableneſs would be rooted out of 
Society, and the Buſineſs of every 
Individual would be, to advance the 
Happineſs and Intereſt of the Whole. 


But if Men will believe without 
Evidence, and take up Principles up- 
on Truſt, without Judgment or Exa- 
mination, there is nothing ſo abſurd 
but what they will think it reaſon- 
able to believe; nothing ſo inhu— 
man, but they will think it lawful to 
practiſe. 


"Tis the implicite Believer, the un- 
inform'd, unconvinc'd Bigot, who is the 
loudeſt Advocate for Perſecution ; and 
who, like the anconverted Saul, breathes 
out Slaughter and Deſtruction againſt 
his Adverſaries. 

_ HE 
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H E, whoſe Faith is unfeigned, whoſe 
Aſſent is founded on a ſincere Convicti- 
on, knows that the Underſtanding muſt 
be ruled by Evidence, and not enſlaved by 
Force. Such he is ſure is the Nature of 
Truth, that it can't be aſſented to with- 
out being perceived; nor be perceived, 
without being aſſented to. It prevails and 
ſubfiſts by its own native Strength, and 


wants not any foreign Aids to plant or 
protect it. 


How difficult it is to diveſt the 
Mind of thoſe various Prejudices which 
ſo eaſily beſet it, he has himfelf experi- 
enced, Whenever therefore he ſees o- 
thers entangled and mifled by them, 
he modeſtly pities and not pronaly inſalts 
their Miſtakes, To theſe he ſtretches 
forth a ready Hygd, not to grieve and af- 
flie# them, butF2aide and conduct their 


o 


Steps into the Paths of Truth. 


Perſecution and Violence he deteſts 
and diſclaims. Theſe he has always 
found, are the Inſtruments of a feigned 
and a miſgovern'd Faith, and ſerve only 
to eſtabliſh Falſhood, Hypocriſy, and I- 
norance, upon the Ruins of IJrath, and 
Honeſty, and Kyowleage, p h 

or 
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For this Reaſon he does his utmoſt to 
recommend and promote univerſal Cha- 
rity ; which he ſtrictly and uniformly 
practiſes, upon the great Principles of a 
pure Heart, and of 4 Conſcience, and of 
Faith unfeignea. 


II. Having ſhewn the Connexion be- 
tween the Terms in my Text, I am now 
to procced to the Second Part of my 
Diſcourſe, in which I propoſed to treat 
of Preaching, as the Means to promote 
the Practice of Charity. 


GREAT and powciſul is the Influ- 
ence which They, who are ſet apart to 
preach the Goſpel, have over their Hear- 
ers. Poſſeſſed of the Means and Powers of 
Perſuaſion, they are able to convince the 
Judgment, and captivate the Underſtand- 
ing. Or if they find i cmore expedient, 
they can by ſecret and frreſiſtible Ways, 
enter the Heart, and converſe with 
the Paſſions. They can call forth Love, 
or ſtir up Compaſſion: They can ſilence 
Anger, or appeaſe Revenge: They can 
inſpire the Breaſt with generous and for- 
giving Sentiments, and can diſpoſe every 
jarring Paſſion to ſubmit to Peace. | 


What- 
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Whatever they think fit to urge by 
Argument, they can enforce by Autho- 
rity : Their Characters give Weight 
and Sanction to their Precepts, and 
both beſpeak Attention, and challengg 
Aſſent. | | 


By the help of this peculiar Influ- 
ence and Authority, they cannot but 
be more capable than others to in- 
ſtruct and perſuade. And ſince it is 
by Perſuaſion and Inſtruction, that the 

ractice of Charity can be ſucceſsfully 
2 by what Means can Per- 
ualion and Inſtruction be ſo well 
conveyed, as by Preaching * Preaching, 
doubtleſs, if rightly and faithfully ad- 
miniſtred by them, who are qualified 
to teach, adviſe, and exhort, and are 
empower'd to admoniſh, reprove, and 
correct, muſt needs be the beſt Pre- 
ſervative againſt all Uncharitableneſs, 


FROM what has been faid con- 
cerning the End of Preaching, and 
the Means which are neceſſary for the 
Attainment of it, the following Con- 
cluſion may, I conceive, be juſtly aud 
Properly inferr'd, 


E That 
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That the Duty of all Preachers con- 
ſits in their applying the Means of 
Preaching to the Attainment of that 
great and uſeful End, which is men- 
tion'd in my Text: or, in other Words, 
in endeavouring, as much as poſſible, 
by Perſuaſion and Inſtruction, to pro- 
mote the Practice of univerſal Charity. 


A Duty ſo perfect, and neceſſary, 
and indiſpenſable, and at the ſame time 
ſo plain, and obvious, and eaſy, one 
would think, ſhould be conſtantly and 
faithfully diſcharg'd by all Preachers. 
But yet how few are thoſe Preachers 
who thus conſtantly and faithfully diſ- 
charge their Duty? How few who 
are not ſeen, in various Inſtances, to 
miſapply the Means of Preaching, to 
attain different Ends from that which 
is mentioned in my Text ? 


1. For (Firſt) there are ſome Preach- 
ers, who, neglecting this great and 
uſeful End, miſapply the Means of 
Preaching to inflame the Paſſions, and 
miſplace the Affections of their Hears 
ers; to foment Strife and Diſcord in 
Society ; and to perſuade Men not only 
to hate, but even to oppreſs, and perſe- 
cute, and deſtroy one another. 

When 
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When the Preachers of this ſort open 
their Mouths, and lift up their Voice, 
it is not to recommend the Practice of 
Charity, but to call for Penalties, Ter- 
rors, and Reſtraints, and to denounce 
Anathema s, Cenſures, and Invectives a- 


gainſt reputed Hereticks, Schiſmaticks and 
Diſſenters. 


2. But (Secondly) there are other 
Preachers, who, inſtead of that End of 
Preaching which is mention'd in my 
Text, purſue only corrupt and ambi- 
tious Ends; and who, inſtead of inliſt- 
ing on the Duty of univerſal Charity, 
miſapply the Means of Preaching, to 
exalt their own Pre-eminence, and Dig- 
nity, and Power; and to teach Men, 
inſtead of loving, and doing Good to 
one another, co honour and reverence 
theſe falſe Teachers; to aſſent implicitly 
to their Dictates, and to ſubmit 4% 
lately to their Decrees. 


From the Preachers of this ſort no 
Doctrines are to be heard which can 
profit the Hearers; none but what are 
borrowed from the vain and unedifying 
Topicks of ſacerdotal Authority, and an- 
znterrupted Succeſſion; of indelible Powers, 


and independent Privileges, 8_ | 
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3. But (Thirdly, and Laſtly) there 
are other Preachers, who, contrary to 
their Duty, miſapply the Means of 
Preaching, to propagate doubtful and 
abſtruſe Doctrines; which are only 
founded in Amuſement and Specula-. 
tion; and which can no way tend, either 
to inform the Underſtanding, or aſſiſt 
the Judgment, to regulate the Heart, 
or influence the Actions. 


Of this ſort of Preachers all thoſe 
are to be reckon d, who perplex and 
diſquiet their Hearers with fruitleſs 
Harangnes, and frivolous Queſtions a- 
bout Words of an unſettled and ambi- 
guous Signification ; about Hyprſtaſes, and 
Modes, and Eſſences, and Perſons ; about 
myſterious Propoſitions, and unintelligible 
Diſtinctions; about metaphyficat Cant, 
and ſcholaſtick Jargon. 


WOULD therefore all thoſe Per- 
ſons, whoſe Province it is to govern 
and preſide over the Miniſters and 
Preachers of the Goſpel, direct them 
ſtrictly to conform to their Duty, and 
never to miſapply the Means of Preach- - 
ing in any of the above-mention'd In- 
ſtances, how proper and ſeaſonable would 
be ſach Direction?! 

| And 
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And would all Preachers obey thoſe 
Directions, and never miſapply the 
Means of Preaching, how noble and 


uſeful would be their Employment! 
How excellent their Character 


The utmoſt Reſpect and Eſteem of 
their Hearers would then become their 
juſt, and unqueſtion d Right, Nor 
could they be more forward to aſſert 
and challenge this their Right, than o- 
thers would be to acknowledge and 
ſupport it. Every one would contri- 
bute to advance their Intereſt, who 
conſulted his own And he, who was 
not an Enemy to al Men, would be a 


Friend to theſe. 


But if, inſtead of being Meſſengers of 
Peace, they proclaim War to Mankind : 
If, inſtead of Preaching Charity, they 
cultivate Uncharitableneſs, and fow the 
Seeds of diſcord and Contention ta Soci- 
ety, they then become of all-Men the 
moſt dangerous and pernicious, and 
ought to be treated as the avowed Ene- 
mies to Human Society. Let not ſuch 
Preachers be ſurprized, when they per- 
ccive themſelves diſcountenanc'd, and 
oppos d by all Men; fince it's the gs. 
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ind Intereſt, of all Men, to diſcounte: 


#70y of Contempt and Infamy by their 
injured Fellow-Chriſtians, they do but re- 


„ = 
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nance aid oppoſe ſuch Preachers, But 
kt them know, that when their wicked 
urs are repaid with a double Por. 


ceive their jaſt and deſerved Reward. 
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The following Errors e caped Correction by the 
Autbor's Diſlange from the Preſs. 


Page 2. Line 25. for Law, read Laws. P. 4. I. 16. 
ſor Scources, read duurces, P. 5. I. 4. for reaſonable, 
read /eaſonabie. P. 23. 1.20. for but guide, read but 
to guide. b. 24. l. 5. for of @ Conſcience, read of 4 
good Conſcience. 
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